
I N MEMORIAM - Miml Hallstrom

"None of us l iveth to himseU, and no man dieth to himseU"

A warm woman with a rare gift ,  hhat of loyalty and lasting fr iendsoip", She- , '
gave of hersel-f without reservation, wholly, generousLy. My f irst impres-
sions of Marie Smith Hallstrom were of her orchid plants. her wide anld vafied
knowledge of gard-ening, hetr appreciation of every l.iving plant" L,atero f ..,, ,
real ized her intense interest In music and dancingr ,One could "qenqe,b$"t i .5r;,,
soults excitement at the sounds of the classics or natlve music or conternrJi' j' '-,'

pory works. She could be Lranspor|ed by the sensuous pleasures of or0heS:
tras. the beat of drums. She was a child of laughterr a student of the &rt '
of living; to enjoy her pleasures and company one could rrot help but be ' ,
drawn to her carefree spirit. Vibrant descrlbed her.

It was fun to hear of h tur recent travels and watch when site unpacked hgf ' '
many trunks, parcels and baskets,  and share her joy as:she'd f l lng u!91!
blts of cloth, dft work. beads. drawings i*nd mementos of her trlp - all tha
while:te}ling anecdotes of the peopJ.e. of [he countries shr: had vislted"
She indulged in photographs, sl ides and would nevert ire of showing her
pictures. I would be amazed at her wealth of memory and enjoy her storlQS.'

Mimi's greatest contribution to Life in the communlty was her founding of ' ' ,
the Animal Birth Control Society. She wa* a sensltiYe, caring per€on who ,
had great reverence forall forms of life, lor nature and fo',: dreams of a.fe'-
sponsible society, As f lorvers bloomed" t;rees grew. so ci, l 'd she, never
losing sight of God's smalter creatures. J,t was her work '- herobsesslon, '  '
to speak for the animals that could not tell us of thelr pltl,lht. She deplolnd
the senseless kllling of stcay animals, thr;,r staryation of trnwAntgd petF. the
wanton neglect for li"fe

When she was ln great pain, in her hospltal bed, I told h+r of the nlce mel,n,
who, on his *uy ho*" from work, came upon six t iny pupil ies left on a busy
highway by some mlndless. cruel pet own+r. The good tr*veler, stOpped hls
car, got a box, took the babies home and cared fof them .ind eventuall'y
found good homes for them, She loved ther tale with the happy endlng and. .,
urged me to tell everyone, so that others r,rrould know of his kindness- ' '

,  ' . ,  ' , : ,  . : '
Miml Hallstro.nr couldn't bear to see a holi :e1ess animal. She Spant rnlch oJ'
her t ime and a great deal c'f  money to take care of helples,r, unloved aninial,s.
It was her llfe's ambltion to have an Anim,'rl Spay and Neurer Gllrric in thilil
County that would provide heLp for those i;lnancially unab,i,e to take proper
care of thelr pets " To further her efforLs, she carried a c;lrd tab]'e around
town, putting it down wherever there werer people and hanried out llteritura: .',
outlining the necessity for such a service. She labored li:ng and alone. ,(t
was not r:ntil quite recently that natinnal, and in fact, world-wlda attentl'on
was d1rec,t,)d to the cruelty and the waste of animal over-population. : '. '

St Lucie County is a better community because of Miml' Those' who ln

(over)



f l - "

Though death has removed her from our midst, her splrit and
abide with us and her shining exampie will light ourway for

' : '':":':

according to his own labor, " Mimi tabored well, her'rewiid will ue,ev;#
Lasting ,


