THE OLD STUDENTS! ASSOCIATION Ok ST, PaUL'S COLLEGE, CHELTENHaM
YEsR 1824-98

7 RPN SR O RRENTWOOD,
g Y GOSFORTH,
- s 22 Faiain CTUMBERLAND,
L R 18th, Februsry 1956

Dear Cheps,
iwo letters this morning with Yeesr News which I em sure you will

wish to have, The first is from Miss E,N,Thornton, one of his sisters

who 1live with him, says that in 2 bl=ck-out Cob fell injuring his spine,

He went into hospitesl for an X-rsy which showed that he had cracked = bone

in his spine °nd he wes kept in hospitel, After s few days on his beck

he was put into a steel Jacket and was able to sit up but found it very

peainful, It will teke three months to mend but he m=2y not be s2ble to re-

main in hospital 211 the time owing to l7ck of beds, Hils sister ssys it

18 very unfortunate =s for the last three months he had been so well

except for occasional bleack-outbs,

Cob's =ddress 1is, Ward 2, Bsrnet Gener~l Hospit=sl, Bearnet, Herts,

If you do not hesar further from me you mey tske 1t he 1ls progressing
satisfactorily or that I have not received further informstion,

The second letter from Mr, Riley, Gen, Sec, 0,S5,4, enclosing 2 copy
of a monthly magazine of the Roy2l Army Educetion=l Corps cnlled Army
Education which = present ¥First Yeor student pﬂve him conteining =n
Obitusry Notice of Aub Smith's desth which he says"will further increose
your pride in the Year",: As 1t contains much information which 1s auite
new to me(end 1t msy be to you) I sm giving you » full copy of 1t =s
follows: OBITUARY [

GOLONEL J. AUBKEY-SMITH, C,B,, C,M.G, (10th, September, 1955; agedeT7).

With the death of Colonel J, Aubrey-Smith there pesses from the scene
an outastending figure, On the formstion of the A,E,C, he wms sppolnted to
the War O0ffice =nd succeeded Lord Gorell as Inspector, Army Educetionel
Corps, An appointment which he held for seventeen yesrs until he retired
from the Army in October 1937, To him fell the difficult task of establ-
ishing education as » recognised °nd nccepted psrt of the soldier's deily
1ife snd treining, Undismayed by the heavy cuts m=de In the original
establishment of the Corps °s 2 result of the "Geddes sxe" of 1922 =2nd by
n widely felt sense of frustrertion which resulted from promotion delsvs
at 21l levels, Colonel Aubrey-Smith pressed resolutely forward to his main
objective By bthe time he retired he could justly clailm thartsthe Lrmy hed
become "education-minded":commonding officers were more ond more turning
to the AE,C.for help, and the ronk °nd fille were coming forwsrd in in-
creasing, qnd sometimes embgerressing, numbers bto teke 2dvontrge of the op-
portunities to continue their educationheyond the end of the compulsory
stage moarked by the Second Cless Certificeate of Education, nlfhough he
had left the Army two years before the outbresk of woar In 193 1t wes
undoubtedly due to the unremitting efforts of the Corps ﬁurinp the long
vears under his leadership theat so meny werrsnt officers ond N,C,0!s were
educotionally fitted to step up, ”nd step up successfully, into DOQitiOHS
of greatly increnssed responsibility in the Army's hour of need,

In addition to hils offilglsl dutles he took » grent interest in Army
sport and for » long time he was ChAilrmsn of the Army Boxing Board, ond
Boxing #s sn emateur sport in the Army owes much to hls energles ond
enthuslasm,

Colonel Aubrey-Smith's esarly educstion wes coarried out privately, ~fter
which he went to Cheltenh»m Teschers'! Trealning College, =nd thence to =n
active tesachlng cereer. During World Wer I he served from 1914 onw=ords
and was twlce Mentloned In Desprtches »nd #worded the Leglon of Honour,
Croix de Guerre, Order of Agricultural Merit of Frence ~nd, in 1919, w=as
created C,M,G, Subsequent to his retirement he wos =2gsocliloted with
Brigediler Or*chlev in greyhound r2cing tracks,

A good sdminlstrator, on excellent judge of chorseter and 2 verv just
man, he will long be remembered by o1ll who knew him snd worked with him,

Our deepest sympathy goes out to his widow =nd his son, It is good
to know that Major Aubrey~-Snith is csrrying on the fomily 2ssocistion with
the Army,

e

L am sure we all feel very proud of the very high pogibilcn Aub
attained in the Army and the grest work he =2c¢complished,

All good wishes,



