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"ACCIDENT.

TWU LI‘V.‘Ea LOST IN THE UPLANDS
RESERVOIR.
P = v

A mplano]*nlv accident ocevrred azt the Lp?gme:%
Reservoir un Wednesday evening last, resulting R
thi death of two. y g Ppersos who buta tew mgs
tenk
) spirits.  AD inguest was held on the
last eveiing oefme Edward Stiick, B-qa
«t the Builder’'s Arms, Gam-sireer, hui e
Y glven throws but hm e huht upon the di»
jiruunst,smes.,, ‘ .
4()1\M§te(i ‘of Mussrs ‘Viih&m ‘*‘Vii%%%mg
Licet, foreman ; Jumes H. Roberte, patoger,
vdostreet Thiras Foy, procer, &c., Uaiione
hhwm R herts, grocer, Oxford sorect; Iy,
pn lican g George’ Teague, ;hniu;{!ﬁiﬁhc -
Oytord-stocet; Henry Bdker grocer, Oxtord »teretld
cpaker; &e , Oxford-~ireels; I'h nss
Wm. Ehomd«- huilder. Pges
streety B iward Kunapm: an gruwr anzkb ker, SViilinme
street ;. Williaw Lewis; and John Davies, ygrovely

\‘vmmm street.

~ The names s of thr decensed «re Eliza Lewis, dawestic
s@-vant, in the service of Mr. Bowden, tobscconisk
fe , Wind-street, and Josep h Voassiter, seaman, whe
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‘Iavnah Le»wzs was "an,
\uth Mbs Symonds, in Christins.street. de-
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ars of age s she . was a domestic servant
Wind-street, having be e there
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but after a- litile wmudelwnv ‘she camne oute
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ris Qll‘,illtf.l” VOYARE LU OWANDdra [y w. . ¥V IEL WE
weny for a walk we went down along thé New Road,
up through Gorse Lane, and.then-up-the hill near lh;'
Vicursge. When at the top of “this “hill, ’l,‘juckér said
let us go to the reservoir,. and'we all agreed to do so,
We got up on to the bank. and stood there talking
tozether tor a few moments.. . Oae of :the youny ‘men
then said @ we will go rouid the: resery Oii."-f this way

and yvou go that way, and see who. will be round”

fhrst” The deceased, Eliza “Liewis, then said to me

in 1 joke ¢ good by, and then “she. and the yuuag
man who acconspaniel her turned off, to .go round-
(he reservoir, and in a mowent after this Isaw her
and the young man both in- the water. I did rot
hear etiher ol them -call out, but the: younyg wan

 made sowe noise with'his mduth.  When we ' first saw

Pin Gawer !

anoud \\)Lt:[ 4

storm inereased |

a vierd thish ot

' the young man with her.

jump ,

2 ool

om0 the witer Thad to .go back -alittle ~they
were then outa good way.  Isaw theyoung womas
W A :‘.,gu.juje “wa erysand L heard the splash,
The voung woman had hold of ‘the young man when
<he went down. Isaw them both going down, an
one ot \-hex_n_rqse_agiaim‘bﬂ@’l_‘(?&nm‘*t,i‘»ay; which, I
heard one of them make a noise with:the mouth ag
though the water was going (d wn the throat. - They
felninto: the water just by ‘the sluice; where the overe
Holy waler runs;away, - Thetwo: deceased had never -
seen eacli other’ before “that evening.’ I ‘think -the
young woman must have slipped her foot, and.drazved
: . er, The young men ‘welked
steadily enough, but I thiok, they. were -a little the
worse for beer, a i '
about  Neither I nor. Eliza -Lewis “had “anything
to drink. - When we Siw theém.in the  water the
young man (Tucker). who. ‘was ‘with .me stripped off
his coat and waistcoat and’ boots; and. was going to
in after them, but he said, “Oh?l dear, what
hall T do; I cannot swim. I shall only be drowned
mysetf.””  He then leaned over the embankment and
tied to reach the one we saw floating. Icannot say
whether this was. the .young man or the young
woman., Tucker called out * come here Joe=come
here Joe,” but he reerived no answer, and down he
went, This must have been about -a -quarter-past
cizht o'clock. My_.*criés‘_"brbﬂg’h’t-’bﬁt‘ the -servant
girl of one of the houses,*and she went and told the
g:rm'ieman&of the house what had '.h&p'p’er_iéd},ﬁnd he
ran up to see if he could render any assistance, and
he then went down ' to- the police-station.” I am
slmost sure the jrouvr_)g-womja‘rii-must.f_l_)'a-ve-}fslipp_ed4 in

by accident.
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have been trading to this . port: for .the. past: ted .

I have known Eliza Lewis for. about-two
and Hannah Lewis, the lzis,jt.;.}vi;t_t,x}ésis.}"f'or_-__a,bo_u’t'
it.¢ some time. T and the deceased.(Joseph Vossiter)
and Thomas Evans, met the girls in ,Céi&t;;\eis'itféétﬂ,-:zind!
asked them if they were going for a.walk. They said
and we then walked ‘down through Wind-
1 and the deceased ‘x_;'n_d’__'I‘,homés,v‘.jﬁ_}gvans_ weat
into & public-house’and had a glass of ale each. . lhe
girla would not come ‘in, but waited outs
"ot them when we cawe out, and I then sa
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left ua.
dswn the New road an

}'L"Elfﬁ.

Yuitls,

b ¥ ’e
yos,
street.

d. ** Four
is none,’’

7

vnd then Thomes Bvang
The two girls and I and :['hb"'dgﬁge@s;éd;walkgd

the vicardge,
FAAY Al



5, 1AL UCIUE & pussewys poo g T o) . o
the woods presented a-sad | girls. Wpul.d:;no_t--. come ;in; but-waited outside. Wwe
s if ‘there | wet -A,them.‘-wh‘en‘.fwe:-camelout;-‘and‘i-IA then said ** Four
i company—five is none,”’ and then ‘Thomas Evans

left us.: The two girlsand 1 and the deceased walked -

0 and broken as if there |
ctice, and as if the shot”
d high, for the topmost. g 208 LWE B A d-the deceas
huge limbs hung down In’ down the New:road and up the hill near the vicar
‘o the tallest snd strongest | and I then said, * Let us go the old rounds,” and -
k by a well directed shot.. _-t'h.e.n:_‘Yent.-“-P,.tO"thE’. reservoir. . 'When on. the top o
in 1he evening was what -'_Pbb'-bﬁ.ﬂk I said, ** Now, you go.one way, and we'll go
d T o ahims went up | the: other, and: es Who ‘will be pond fust.” e
y proved fine, but to-day | tWO: deceased. ‘then . turned round; -and in another
. | moment 'Hannah Lewis. cried out, ** They are in the
o | water,”" and on looking round I saw somebody in the
i, water, and I héard a gurgling sound-in the water.
Neath experienced weather | I stripped. off my . coat and waistcoat and boots, and
on ; the wind which had | leaned over the embankment, but I could not see
¢ hroke out about eight ‘them, and L then ran down to the nearest house and -
s gale, and with the very gave the wlarm, -1 and “the gentleman went down to
very estensive damage. | the police station, and I came.back with the police-
had severs! feet of water | man,” I andthe deceased man had had a little liquor,
snants only had a ground.| but:.ﬁw._e'fw_ér_e-'p'(,a‘rfec_tl.-y.{sobé‘r._ - The wind was not very

was great. In some eot- | high. 'Y don’t think the wind blew them along at all,
elonging to H. 5. Coke, | I had "nb:.d__i_tﬁvgul_t,y,.iana'l(k;ng,,_ by bl

%ff i b mﬁ&i migem?dﬁ 5 :»::Déﬁ'i‘ei;iMclieod‘i56-“*!1’?517‘amalieebin’g the Sailor’s
od in #0 suddenly that it | Home, Otchard:sticet. e me e, body which the
re it could be got 8WAY. | {ury have viewed is-the bod; oseph Vossiter, a
.d belonging to these par R P T I S S i R SERL A R0

g wy PBEK. W0 _}h.P,_ --| seaman, who came to:the hom  Saturday morning
y be got away with great | la5¢, - He belonged to the *“Tamaya,” and had just
fmd. caulg, Wi DERT, Were { come in from CGequimbo.. “Deceased belonged to Bir-.
s, and others saved by mingham. ~Ilasv saw the decased about. five or six

casualiies were veIy nu- | g'clock last evening: I then s

B ; I then gsaw him in She herd's
the wind completrly un- | Sores, Pleasant:stieet. - He wa:s‘“__bfb(lght,_hua!x)e dead
tamiaes of Mr. H”‘“k_‘“;‘v_ bél'weeri.-:-twelv_e'and,'or'x’e»O’_élif)ék.-i'h.-'th'e','iiight.
the kitchen and passage | -y .ot e et ket S g .
of the tiles on the new | nspector. Ball sworn I'was at the police station
ol the diles 00 the e | amimy ywanty minutes. to-niinio Sock sy SYETNS
“Neath Otfiees thiongh the when the witness Tucker aond-. Mr. Noad, of the
1y penetrated the bosrd Uplands, came to the p(;11(-‘e5_statyon,.:;e\ndjrepo_rted what
s0 blown down at Bridge ik happe_l}ed. 'and I avd athex officers proceeded to
wugh the roof, and if othe the reservolr with grappling irons, and afier about two
at breakfast had not s ;hQ‘urs .,ing.,svt_xcc_:ee_dedf in recovering the bodies, both
o loss of life or limb might : ‘b'im&“ea.r .th.‘)f:,?same" P-l?@-ﬁ.,@bou,.ﬁ;th{e@- ..feer, Vto_,the left
On the Britonferry road ol the_vslx_s‘l‘ce."f_u_r ;h‘ewi_p,ve‘rﬂuzw?-. The bpq;ep‘wege about
¢ uprouted, and others di- twelve feet off the ‘bank. It .was a very dak nud
be, and tiles,. slates, and boisterous’ night The decqugd_,_;bel;onged to the
g Tkn strips of | Famayay. . bnd. s discharge: bore the nume of
high that it stopred for a Joseph *Vossiter, a natve of Birmingham, and the
ale of Neath trains from’ ‘date °;»f~*¥‘,sl“?‘.’_‘-‘3“,."'°‘3 giyen as 18389, =
> being several feet deep in | This was the whole of ‘the: «evidence, when the
he plaiform of the station. | Coroner, in: briefly ‘addressing. the ‘jury, said it was
the Nesth old canal, and | & M08t melancholy. case, but one: which was purely
ghty sheet of water, and the ‘result of acciden snd it wns justpossible that
the Neath bridge, and at | chgjl'sta;fa»‘;o,t"_ther;i___'oju:r;g"man‘.‘m,i'gh-ﬁrl_r._l»%sjomv degree have
Moul'y thst foot passengers: ‘contributed thereto. . ‘However that may. be, it was
the severity of the wind! -unguestionably. an- aceldent, ‘and - mobody, counld be
1y knocked about, but re- | blamed.

"**He. however, could not help: making
iy, but at Britonferry the: remark that it _w.h_uld-,;b'ej_jmjuéh='m‘0fe,,bieq)feﬁcj@l to the
ere of a much worse char. -‘Sa‘\l.ors:-_.whO'}[.f_’_l‘eunf}ﬁed"13,!),9-.:-.'P,'J.fﬁ they would take
cks were greasly fnjured: | advantage oflhesqnlo I"ldmg."W'hijch-._hg_d-'been pro-
a considerable numbgr of | vided: for. them, u twh
wn Jown, and the clestiug ‘of ‘iniivcent i usement, rathe
m the line detained the “houses, or.public houses, an
Neath a little beyond its fatal aceidents, This: was nat.

g 10 be forwarded on from | he in his capacily asi
les Hailway owing 1o the | the bodies  of seamen Wi
feath line, Woe h&ve!notfBﬁ,tt‘ingzapn‘.‘»b.o:“r I thelr vesseis.
pth  part of the .damage - Mr.:M¢Leod wo Qn

storma and its accompani | he' ocoupied - A
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ghout twenty minutes. to nine, o’cloek last evening
when the witness Tucker and Mr. Noad, :.OIf:'ihé’
Uplands, came to the pulice station and reported what
had happened, and I and other officers proceeded to
the reservoir with grappling irons, and’.u_fu'_'eriabducutwo
hours we succeeded 1n _recov‘exihg, the bodies, both
being near the same place, about three feet to the'lefg
ot t'h.-f shee tor ;hve‘_o’verﬂt_).w‘ Theb()dieﬂwere 'a.bouc
twelve feet off the bank. It was a very dark aud
boisterous night The deceased belonged. to . the
* Tamaya,” and his discharge bore . the ‘name of

Joseph "Vossiter, a native of Birminghawm,  and- the

date of his birth was'given as 1839, s ‘

‘This was the whole of the -evidence, when the
Corouer, in briefly addressing the jury, said it was
a moat melancholy case, but one which was purely
¢the result of accident, and it wns just possible that
the atate of the young man mightin some degree have

However that may be, it was
unguestionsbly an accident, and ‘nobody.” conld be
blamed. He, however, could not help. making a
remark that it would be much more beneficial to the
sailors who trequented -the port'if they would take -

adrantage of the Sailors’ Home which had -been pro- -

vided for them. snd ‘where they. had many, sources
of imuwocent anvusement, rather than-goiig to lodging
houses, or public houses, and which-sometimes led to
fatal aceidents, This: was not & solitary. instsnce, as
he in his capacity asiCoroner often held inguests vpon
the bodies of seamen who had been drowned by
getting on board their vessels. . He thought also that -

Mr. McLeod would be. very much better employed if

he occupied himselt by - getting sailors. into  the
Reamen's Home, rather than to lodging houses, where
the men would not be led into any such excesses as
was sometimes the case in boarding bhouses. Hows
gver, that was a matter. with: which the jury had
Lothing to do; still when such an instituuon as the
Sailors’ Home hud been provided, he could not help
thinking that it was a great pity it was not more
generally used by theseamen. s e EE
My, Roberts (jury-mar'i),~‘ gaid the boarding house
referred to was a coffee house, and had. existed
for a long time before the Sailors’ Home. -He did
not think that any intoxicating drinks could be had
there. B :
‘Phe Coroner said that he did not say-that intoxica- -
ting drinks could be #ad in this house, but some time
ago Mr Phillps and his ‘brother had agreed that
the house should be given up, and it-was:a pity they
had not kept their word. - '. A
Mr. McLeod said he had now managed the house
for about sevon.months, and never had ‘a man left
there to go on -board hig’-'ahipi_.nh_lefss";_;he;wtas'_'sclge_r.‘,
Many seamen preferred this ‘boarding house to the'
Seamen's Home, and be did not think'it was exactly
fait to endeavour.to create 8n impression, that this
secident ocourred in, consequence:of the ~deceased
having boarded t his hause, .~ - gl e

The jury then oconsuitedyand after a few moments,
returncd a verdiot of » Acéidental death.!” -~

o

lz;i‘a sntisfy  the somewbat _fastidious taste of - the

ublie, the wster of the Uplands:Resorvoir.was run -

out immediately alter this melwchqu pegidents]



